
PROTECTING AND NURTURING THIS GENERATION

Learn and Teach Context: 

The Key to Learning and Teaching Connected Gospel 
Doctrines, Principles & Practices



JOSEPH SMITH:

“I have [a] key by which I understand the scripture. I inquire, what was 
the question which drew out the answers?”

Joseph searched
for

Context & Connections



MODERN APOSTLES NOW TEACH THIS PRINCIPLE:

Dallin H. Oaks

“We [General Authorities] are making extraordinary efforts to provide 
accurate context and understanding of the teachings of the Restoration.”

“[This] may be one of the most important principles in our worldwide 
broadcast.”

(Church News March 6, 2016. pp. 5,11)



ELDER DAVID A. BEDNAR

“In my judgment there is little or no spiritual power in treating these 
fundamental elements of the doctrine of Christ as separate things. It’s 
when they’re tied together…that there is power.”

(Church News March 6, 2016. pp. 5,11)

“knowledge, understanding, and intelligence is essential…to becoming a 
living member of the Savior’s living Church.”

(Increase in Learning p. 75)



DEFINITIONS

Knowledge: “refers to facts, information, and abilities obtained through 
experience or education.” (Ibid. p. 63)

Understanding: “is a confirming spiritual witness in our hearts concerning the 
truth of what we have come to know in our minds…it is a revealed 
conclusion and a spiritual gift.” (Ibid. p. 67)

Intelligence: “the righteous application of knowledge and understanding in 
action and judgment.” (Ibid. p. 70)



WITHOUT CONTEXT



WITH CONTEXT



FAULTY CONTEXTS LEAD TO FAULTY CHOICES AND 
CONSEQUENCES

Elder D. Todd Christofferson has explained:

“Moral relativism . . . is the enemy of conscience. By moral relativism, I mean the belief 
that no moral claim can be verified as objectively true or false or better than any other. 
What results [from this context] is a chaos of truth claims, a quagmire in which no one 
has moral confidence to act. This may sound liberating to individuals, but a society 
can't run on it.”

“Conscience requires faith in fixed moral concepts and values such as justice, mercy, 
love, honesty, generosity, self-restraint, and integrity that exist apart from personal 
preference.”

(Deseret News June 18, 2017. p. B4)



WHY CONTEXT IS IMPORTANT

We create our own contexts:

• We use those contexts to make our decisions.

• Our decisions guide our choices for actions.

Incorrect or inappropriate contexts and connections lead to erroneous: 

• Decisions

• Choices

• Actions

Choices and actions lead to consequences.



THE GARDEN OF EDEN STORY—A KEY TO FAMILY, 
VALUES, MORALITY AND CHARACTER” (MOSES 3&4)

Things we can learn from this story:

• Nature of agency

• The tree of life

• The tree of knowledge of good and evil

• Satan is a real person

• Purpose of the power of procreation

• Consequences of the Fall

• Role of a Redeemer in the Plan of Salvation



A CONTEXT FOR THE GARDEN IN EDEN STORY

Tree of Life

Tree of Knowledge 
of Good & Evil

Life + Agency + Choice + Action = Value
Desires + Decisions + Investment = Value

Repeated Investment (Good or Bad) = Disposition, Attitudes & Character



THIS STORY OFFERS AN EXPLANATION OF 
HUMAN PERSONALITY AND CHARACTER

Life (Desires) + Agency (Realm) + Decisions + Actions (Choices/Investing) = Values

Acting to protect and preserve our

‘investments’ forms our character,

good or bad, right or wrong.



OUR PERSONAL CHARACTER IS FORMED AS OUR
HEART, MIND, MIGHT, AND STRENGTH ARE INVESTED 

AND THEN MANIFEST AS DESIRES AND ACTIONS

A positive personal character, based on truth, is essential to developing faith—acting 
on that which is true and good.

Jesus Explained:

“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” (Luke 18:16)

“Verily I say unto you, except you become converted and become as a little children ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:1-3)

More on this in the 2nd and 3rd hours



TENTATIVE DEFINITIONS

Heart: refers to our innermost self where our basic decisions and commitments are made. 
Our primary disposition.

“As he thinketh in his heart so is he.” (Proverbs 23:7)

Mind: refers to our capacity to become aware of things—as they are, as they have been, or 
as they may be; it is a system we use to attract, select, categorize, classify, and store 
information for the heart.

“The Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind.” (D&C 64:34)

Might: refers to our temporal and spiritual resources—whatever we legitimately posses or 
own—wealth, property, talents etc.

Temple Covenants (D&C 76:94-96)

Strength: refers to the properties associated with our physical bodies—includes 
generative powers in the form of muscle, bone and tissue; regenerative powers such as the 
circulatory, respiratory, neural and glandular systems. (Moroni 10:32; D&C 59:9)



PROPOSITION:
WE ARE BORN WITH A POSITIVE DISPOSITION

Our life began as did Adam and Eve, in a state of innocence and agency.

Our Disposition, now clothed in a Mortal Body, develops Desires (Intentions).

These Desires (Intentions) are manifest as Attitudes that need to be governed—

Because they lead to Choice-based Actions and these actions lead to Consequences.

Disposition → Desires → Attitudes → Choices → Consequences



PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 
OFFERS THIS COUNSEL:

“The education then of our desires is one of far-reaching importance to 
our happiness in life; . . . God’s ways of educating our desires are, of 
course, always the most perfect, and if those who have it in their power 
to educate and direct the desires of children would imitate his 
prudence, the children would be much more fortunate in combating the 
difficulties that beset men everywhere in the struggle for existence. . . . 
Our desires are the strongest motives which incite us to energy and 
which make us productive and creative in this life.”

(Gospel Doctrine pp. 297-298.)



HOW DO WE INFLUENCE OUR OWN DESIRES OR THE 
DESIRES OF OTHERS WITHOUT VIOLATING THEIR 

PERSONAL AGENCY?

• Help them understand [the realization] that we are all God’s children.

• The power of positive example.

• Belief and Faith in God and in his Commandments.

• The alignment of one’s self with gospel principles.

• Prayer and Fasting

• Receiving impressions from the Spirit of Christ and the Holy Ghost.

• Practicing and feeling the pure love of Christ.

• Go with other people to places where the Spirit of Christ is in abundance.

• Avoid environments where the Spirit of the Adversary prevails.



THESE APPROACHES CAN INFLUENCE OUR DESIRES; 
THEY FOCUS ON OUR SPIRITUAL NATURE 

WHICH IN TURN AFFECTS OUR PHYSICAL ACTIONS

These approaches are in harmony with a divine pattern used by the Godhead, as they 
also seek to help us educate our desires (D&C 95:1):

• Love Them

• Correct Them

• Provide a Way for Them


